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Artists in the Schools

The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa’s mission is to cultivate a more creative Tulsa through advocacy, education, and 
innovative partnerships, which contribute to the quality of life and economic vitality of the greater community.

Artists in the Schools (AIS) is a fifty-two year tradition with area school teachers and students. The program is comprised of 
musicians, actors, dancers, storytellers, visual artists, writers, and cultural presenters who all have their own unique curricula. 
Each residency and presentation is designed for hands-on participatory learning, intended to enrich aesthetic sensitivities 
and offer cultural perspectives in the arts.

Consider using the Artists in the Schools program to help meet testing objectives in language arts, visual arts, music, and 
other subjects. AIS serves 5 area school districts as well as area private schools and reached over 20,000 students last 
year alone!

The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa would like to
thank the following participating school districts:

A special thank you to the Public Service Company of Oklahoma
for printing the Artists in the Schools Directories.

Bixby Public Schools
Broken Arrow Public Schools

Jenks Public Schools
Tulsa Public Schools
Union Public Schools
Area Private Schools
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The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa would like to thank our Board of Directors and
the following sponsors for supporting arts education in our schools!

RAYMOND AND BESSIE KRAVIS FOUNDATION
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Other Programs of the Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa
Arts Education
The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa (AHCT) constantly seeks new ways to keep the arts in our schools and maintains a roster 
of professional teaching artists working in visual, performing, and literary arts. In addition to the AIS program, the council sends 
these artists out to individual schools for long-term residencies through Arts Residencies and Youth Arts After School Program.

Harwelden Institute
Modeled after the Lincoln Center Institute for Aesthetic Education, a repertory of live performances and visual arts experiences 
are available each year for the professional development of teachers of all subjects and the educational benefit of their students. For 
more information, visit AHHAtulsa.org/programs/harwelden-institute.

School Tours
The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa offers school tours at the Hardesty Arts Center for any area school to tour galleries, 
classrooms, studios, and facilities. Most visits come with a short gallery tour or artist visit and a hands-on art project. For more 
information and to request a tour, visit AHHAulsa.org/programs/ahha-tours.

Community Arts Partnerships
Community artists, Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa staff, and representatives from local agencies and
organizations working with underserved or at-risk populations get together to plan artist residencies. Current programming sites 
include Neighbors Along the Line, DVIS, and Hillcrest Medical Center.

Gallery Exhibitions and First Friday Art Crawl
The Exhibitions program at the Hardesty Arts Center strives to put forth exhibitions that represent local, national, and international 
artists. The Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa participates in the Brady Arts District’s First
Friday Art Crawl every first Friday of the month. For a complete list of exhibitions please visit ahhatulsa.org. 

Imagination Days
AHCT invites families to learn about the art of our time and experience it firsthand with storytelling, music, dance, and hands-on 
“make and take” art projects. Inspired by current exhibitions at the Hardesty Arts Center, this program fosters the development 
of life¬-long learning skills. Themes and artists change throughout the year so that participants have a new experience each 
month. Join us every third Saturday of the month from 12-5 PM. Free and open to the public. For more information, visit https://
ahhatulsa.org/programs/imagination-days/.

Adult, Teen and Children Art Classes
Art classes offered for all ages and skill levels. Visit www. ahhatulsa.org/education/all-classes for a complete list of current 
classes and workshops offered.

Summer Arts Academy
A series of one-week art classes in the summer for students grade 6-8 held at the Hardesty Arts Center. For more information, 
visit AHHAtulsa.org/programs/summer-arts-academy.

Open Studios
Open Studio Hours are an opportunity for artists and students to gain access to the Hardesty Arts Center’s studios and 
equipment. Participants must be capable of working independently when using the facilities and equipment. A professional 
artist/instructor will be on hand to offer guidance and answer questions. Studios include the Photography Suite, Printmaking 
Studio and Wood Shop. For more information,
visit AHHAtulsa.org/education/open-studio-hours.
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Teacher & Administrator Scheduling Guide
In order to process your request(s), please follow the guidelines below to prepare and submit your request form.

1. One (1) unit is equivalent to one (1) presentation (up to an hour) and one (1) class (approximately 28 students). 
For example: one presentation for a group of 25 students would cost one unit, one
presentation for a group of 50 students would cost two units, one presentation for a group of 75
students would cost three units, etc. PLEASE NOTE: Artists who offer assembly presentations have a separate rate for 
their presentations.

2. Send in your request form at least two weeks prior to the date for which you are requesting the artist.

3. An artist must be scheduled for a minimum of two (2) back to back sessions every time they visit. Artists will not 
accept requests for a single unit unless it is for a special event such as a literacy night. In these instances, the artist will 
still be compensated for a minimum of two (2) units, unless otherwise noted. 

4. A teacher MUST be present in the classroom with the artist at all times! This is required by state law. If a teacher is 
not present, artists have been advised to excuse themselves from the class and check out at the main office.

5. Fill out ALL of the information on the request form, including a second choice date. Incomplete
requests will delay processing.

6. Please send all requests by email to AIS@ahct.org or by fax to 918-582-2787.
***email is preferred***
Once AHCT has received and approved your request, AHCT will send you and the artist an email for confirmation 
so that you can officially schedule your visit.

7. To download a digital copy of the AIS Directory or the AIS Request Form please visit www.AHHAtulsa.org. Select the 
“Programs” tab from the menu bar at the top of the page and scroll down to “Artists in the Schools.” Once you 
have arrived at the Artists in the Schools page, scroll down further and find the directory and request form under the 
“RESOURCE LIST” section.

For your convenience, a copy of the AIS Resource Request Form
is on the next page so that you may scan or copy it directly.
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SCHOOL:                                      DISTRICT:                                 DATE:
SCHOOL ADDRESS:
SCHOOL PHONE #:
TEACHER / CONTACT:
HOME PHONE #:
E-MAIL:  

ARTIST: 
PRESENTATION REQUESTED:
# OF PRESENTATIONS:
               
FIRST CHOICE DATE:                                                  SECOND CHOICE DATE:  

WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR STUDENTS TO RECEIVE FROM THE PRESENTATION? PLEASE INCLUDE
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES AND/OR GOALS.

SHOULD THE ARTIST CONTACT YOU FOR PRE-PLANNING?

PLEASE LIST THE MOST CONVENIENT TIMES TO PHONE YOU AT SCHOOL

PRESENTATION SCHEDULE
       Start Time      End Time         Teacher Name          Grade         Subject         Room #      # of Students

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 

------------------------------------------------------------------AHCT USE ONLY-----------------------------------------------------------------
Date Received:
Date Sent to Artist:
Confirmed Date:

Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa
Artists in the Schools - Resource Request Form
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Requesting Teacher Guidelines & Expectations
This list of expectations has been prepared so that teachers and artists are on the same page during school visits and 
presentations. Please review before an artist comes to your school!

1. Teachers should address curriculum goals for the artist presentations with the artist. 

2. Teachers should prepare the students for the artist’s visit by introducing related vocabulary and/or activities ahead of time.

3. Teachers should plan follow up activities for reinforcement; the artist can help plan/make adjustments for these 
activities.

4. Please do not record the artist’s presentations!

5. At the end of the artist’s presentations teachers will be asked to fill out a Verification of Presentation evaluation form. Please 
fill out the form and provide comments or specific details.

6. Once teachers have filled out the Verification of Presentation, please give or send it to the artist so that they can review their 
evaluation. The artist will then send the form to AHCT for processing and payment.
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Available artists and presentations

 

 Margaritte Arthrell-Knezek
 Visual Arts: Installation, Collage, Stop Motion

Cut Out Animation
Let’s explore the exciting world of animation. Through viewing other animators’ films, students will get inspired and work in 
small groups to devise a story they want to animate. Applying these examples they will get a chance to use pre-made cut out 
characters and scenery. Each group will animate a short scene on a light box and be able to view their work on the big screen 
by the end of class.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and may need more than one hour or session to complete. Requires a projector, screen, paper, 
and pencils.
 
Stop Motion Exploration
How do you make an object move on its own? What is the mystery behind stop motion? In this presentation we will be 
answering these questions as well as giving students a chance to devise their own stop motion animation using small toys. The 
presentation will include watching clips that use different mediums like hair and sand to create stop motion and reflecting on the 
work. Then, working in small groups they will animate a short scene on a light box and be able to view their work on the big 
screen. 

Suitable for grades 3-12 and may need more than one hour or session to complete. Requires a projector, screen, paper, 
and pencils.

Nature Art Installation
Studying the work of Andy Goldsworthy, students will learn about ephemeral art and how to use natural materials in making their 
artwork. The presentation will include examples of Goldsworthy’s work and a clip from his film “Rivers and Tides.” This will be 
followed by a conversation reflecting on the work and how it was made. Students will then construct ephemeral works of art 
with natural materials to take home.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 60 minutes. Requires a projector and screen. This presentation is suitable for special 
education students.

Using Nature In Collage
The natural world is full of examples of creative and complex forms. Using nature in one’s artwork is the first form of recycling. It 
is using the abundance of what we have around us to create our own personal designs and visions. In this presentation we will 
be bringing the natural world to the classroom using branches, leaves and acorns to construct nature collages. The work starts 
with a paper plate, construction paper and glue. From there the young artist’s mind gets to imagine what forms will take shape.

Suitable for grades K-5 and runs 60 minutes. Requires paper plates, construction paper, and glue. This presentation is 
suitable for special education students. Artist’s availability varies. Mondays are best.
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 Natasha Ball
 Visual Arts: Fiber, Weaving

Macra-mazing Macramé
Students in this class will apply an ancient art to the crafting of a useful piece of jewelry. The workshop will begin with a brief 
history of the ancient art of macramé, the art of textile-making using knots. We will examine more recent works, including pieces 
from the teaching artist’s collection, before using a simple macramé technique to create colorful survival bracelets.

Suitable for grades 5-8 and runs 45 minutes. Artist will provide all materials for the presentation. Assistance will be needed 
with carrying presentation materials to classroom.

Magazine Yarn Bomb
Students will be instructed in basic weaving techniques using basic school supplies and mixed media, especially paper. We will 
then explore how to use paper strips, yarn, recycled plastic, and found materials to transform images in magazines into works 
of art that explore the relationship between popular culture, mass media, and hand-making.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 45 minutes. May require more than one session to complete. Artist will provide all 
materials for the presentation with the exception of scissors and glue. Assistance will be needed with carrying presentation 
materials to classroom.

We Weave
We Weave students learn the basics of weaving and work together to create a community art project. The artist will introduce 
the basic techniques and materials involved in the art of weaving. The students will then be invited to participate in a 
collaborative weaving using mixed media—recycled plastics and paper, raw wool and yarn, and objects from nature—to 
create a piece which will be displayed in a community space upon completion.

Suitable for grades K-6 and runs 45 minutes. May require more than one session to complete. Artist will provide all 
materials for the presentation. Assistance will be needed with carrying presentation materials to classroom. 

Ewe to You
Students will learn how common fibers used to create our clothing, our furniture, and other fabrics of our daily lives are 
transformed from plant or animal to the final products. Students will be invited to interact with raw fiber—wool straight from 
the sheep, cotton carded and combed, as well as raw linen, flax, bamboo, and alpaca—and finished knitted and 
woven pieces. Students will be invited to try the spinning wheel, with the artist’s help, to experience first-hand how raw fiber is 
transformed into thread or yarn.

Suitable for grades K-2 and runs 30 minutes. Artist will provide all materials for the presentation. Assistance will be needed 
with carrying presentation materials to classroom. 

All presentations are suitable for special education students. 
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 Scott Bell
 Music, Vocal Arts
 

Fostering Creativity with Guitar and Voice
This class introduces students to creative concepts of music through the use of voice and guitar. Connections will be made 
between the role of musicians, performers, and their craft. Students will be encouraged to actively participate in a variety 
of exercises, games, and songs to develop musical themes and personal confidence. Musical styles, emotion, and technical 
skills will be presented around the use of voice and guitar. Students will develop a song together as the classes continue and 
concepts are strengthened.

Suitable for grades K-5 and runs 45 minutes. May require more than one session to complete - there is flexibility on the 
number of sessions / weeks needed. 

Music and Recording Technology
In the modern world, musicians record and collaborate through technology in ways that they historically never have before. 
Increasingly, audio recording techniques and production skills hold an equal footing with the longer tradition of learning and 
performing music, as heard in the iconic songs and albums of the last century. With the affordability of technology and its 
increasing access, children and adults alike are now easily able to record their own performances. This class will explore the 
ability to consider options for recording solo instruments,
ensembles and musicians who multi-track. Special attention will be paid to microphone selection, problem solving, and navigating 
how audio is recorded in the digital and analogue realms. Students will also focus on the history of recording and production, 
so that collectively, students have a strong understanding of how to best express themselves in the medium. 

Suitable for grades 6-12 and runs 45 minutes. May require more than one session to complete - there is flexibility on the 
number of sessions / weeks needed. 

 Laura Borders
 Cultural Studies, Visual Arts

5 units per class for 5 sessions total

Cherokee Double-Wall Basket Weaving
Each student will make a Cherokee basket from natural reed with instruction from Cherokee citizen and artist, Laura Borders.  
There will be an introduction about the Cherokee people and their art, a demonstration of the mechanics of creating a Cherokee 
basket, and finally students will create their own unique basket with the option of using dyed reeds which will incorporate the 
element of color and design. The objective of this workshop is to foster pride in students by creating a 3-dimensional piece of 
art along with a sense of art appreciation and Cherokee cultural awareness.
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Suitable for grades 9-12 and runs 60 minutes. Requires 5 sessions per class. Will need number 2 round reed, Rit brand dye 
(school must purchase supplies and arrangements must be made with artist to prepare supplies before sessions start), sharp 
scissors, & access to water and sink. Artist is available Monday through Friday during normal school hours.

Will need number2 round reed, Rit brand dye (school must purchase supplies and arrangements must be made
with artist to prepare supplies before sessions start), sharp scissors, & access to a water source. Presentation may be 
suitable for special needs students with good hand eye coordination. Artist is available Monday through Friday during 
normal school hours. 

 Ken Brown-Pioneer
 Visual Arts: Drawing

DRAWING DEMO/ Old Barn or House
An educational and entertaining fine arts demonstration by an artist specializing in architecture and landscapes. Drawing, a 
fundamental skill of art, can help improve problem-solving and critical-thinking skills in all walks of life. With a photo for 
reference, Ken Brown-Pioneer shows how to use observation, suggestions and vision to create an “on-the-spot” original. Ken 
answers questions and explains techniques while he draws. Students will be engaged by the artist as they see the picture come 
together from the beginning. Classrooms may keep the drawings.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires #2 sharp pencils with erasers. Artist will provide paper.

ILLUSTRATION & How To Do It
This presentation is about the role of illustration in society and how you can start illustrating today. Ken shares some recognized 
illustrations, answers questions and gives tips to help students progress. There will be class time for the students to create an 
illustration. The presentation can/will be modified to accommodate grade level and classroom experience.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires #2 sharp pencils with erasers. Artist will provide paper.

CREATIVITY with Composition, Line and Color
In this exercise, components of art composition will be discussed giving students a chance to explain what makes art interesting 
for them. Using small view-finders (empty photo slides), students will find something in the room to draw. They will learn how 
to draw what they see using composition, line and color while creating interesting new art. During class, Ken will encourage 
student creativity and teach pencil techniques. The presentation can/will be modified to accommodate grade level and 
classroom experience.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires colored pencils and #2 pencils with erasers. Artist will 
provide paper.

Artist is available 8:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. All presentations are adaptable for 
special education students. 



 
 Tulsa Modern Movement - Ari Christopher
 Dance

Leadership and Collaboration
Explore leadership skills and group dynamics through dance and theatre games. Students learn what good leadership and 
consensus looks and feels like. Students will be challenged to communicate with clarity, interpret detail, and work as a team to 
make a dance. This class is a relaxed and fun way to develop lifelong skills. 

Suitable for grades 2-6 and runs 40 to 50 minutes depending on age and maturity of students. Requires an electrical outlet 
with a nearby table and a large, open space – when possible, these lessons should be taught in a gym, cafeteria or multi-
purpose room. 

Make Dance!
What do “Augmentation”, “Inversion” and “Retrograde” all have in common? Not only are they great new words to add to a 
child’s vocabulary, they are also choreographic devices used to manipulate movement and generate new material for dances. 
Students will start with a simple movement phrase and end with a complex dance of their own creation. The dance would make 
a great addition to a music performance or class play on parent engagement night. Beyond levels and tempo – discover the 
power of abstraction in making dances that are fun to do and engaging to watch. (This unit is best suited for 3-5 visits within a 
two week period). 

Suitable for grades 3-6 and runs 40 to 80 minutes depending on age and maturity of students. Must be booked for 3 to 5 
visits per class (please keep in mind the two class minimum for booking. Requires an electrical outlet with a nearby table 
and a large, open space – when possible, these lessons should be taught in a gym, cafeteria or multi-purpose room. 

Both presentations are suitable for special education students. Artist is available Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm. Availability sometimes varies seasonally. 

 Traci Cole
 Visual Arts: Fabric Design

Baby Wipe Tie Die
A fun lesson on colors, designs, and patterns with tie dyed baby wipes! Students will enjoy folding and tying the baby wipes 
with rubber bands and coloring them. When dried, the wipes become works of art that can be matted and hung. 

Suitable for grades 4 - 6 and runs about 60 minutes depending on class size. Requires a container of low cost baby wipes, 
rubber bands, watercolor markers and surgical gloves (you can get from the nurse). 
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Fabric Design Using the Batik Technique
In this presentation, students will learn about Batik fabric design and then work together to create their own piece. Session 1) 
Artist will demonstrate how to create art on fabric using melted wax, a variety of tools and fabric paint. Session 2) The students 
will decorate fabric in small groups of 4 to 6. Each group will work on a single piece of fabric (approximately 2-3 square 
feet). They will each get to choose a stamp or tool and create a design using melted wax. Session 3) Students will each paint a 
section of fabric. 

Suitable for grades 2- 6 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 3 class sessions to complete. Requires 4 to 6 large tables, 
plastic aprons, cleaning supplies, fabric paint, paper towels, newspaper or table covering, disposable gloves and white 
cotton fabric (old white sheets work great). 

Themed Banner Design Using the Batik Technique 
In this presentation, students will work together to create a themed banner using melted wax and dye (or paint). **Please see 
supply list below** Session 1) Artist will demonstrate the batik process using melted wax, various tools, stamps and paint or 
dye. She will provide motivation, listen to students’ ideas and brainstorm with them possible ways to achieve the desired results. 
Session 2) Students will create a design with melted wax using a variety of tools, stamps, and other “found” objects. Session 3) 
Students will paint or dye their banners. Session 4) One extra day may be needed to complete banner painting or dyeing. 

Suitable for grades 7-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 3 to 4 sessions to complete depending on class size. Please 
note that Session 2 will require about 20 minutes before and after the class for set up and clean up - an empty lunch room 
would be perfect for this session. Requires 4 to 6 long large tables near electrical outlets, plastic aprons, cleaning supplies, 
fabric, fabric paint (set-a-color or jacquard for example), paper towels, newspapers or table covering, plastic water 
containers and disposable gloves.

 Claire Collins
 Literary Arts, Creative Writing: Poetry

Spoken word poetry workshops focusing on life as primary text. Using life as primary text allows room for the personal 
narrative to inform perspective and understanding in a way that presupposes intelligence. Writing from the ‘I’ helps students 
to critically analyze how the world impacts them and how they might impact the world. We empower youth to find, develop, 
present and apply their voice, identity, power and imagination as leaders for positive societal change. We move from the oral 
(speaking) to the aural (listening) and from the individual (writing) to the collective (sharing). 

Suitable for grades 6-12 and runs 45 minutes. Requires pencil, paper, and whiteboard or chalkboard.

Who I Am & Where I’m Going: Mapping Our Lives with Poetry
The aesthetics of words are a mirror for how we can define and interpret ourselves, and the world around us. The power of 
words is profound, and with bullying on the rise, giving students the tools to express themselves in a therapeutic and valuable 
way is a key component in building self-esteem. Students will create a timeline of major life events. They will be given time 
to reflect on the things that have shaped them, and will write about significant periods in their lives. Practice in grammar is 
explored with pronoun poems, a particular practice in grammatical form. 

Suitable for grades 9-12 and runs 50 minutes. Requires paper and pens.



Poetry Off the Page 
Spoken word poetry is presented as a vehicle for self expression and youth centered discourse. Using spoken word poetry and 
verse journalism, students employ new and different strategies as they write original poems. Students learn critical skills 
for public speaking and communicating with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

Suitable for grades 9 -12 and runs 50 minutes. Requires paper, pens and a projector.

 Kricket Rhoads-Connywerdy
 Cultural Studies, Storytelling

Traditional Native American Stories, Songs, Dance, and Language
3 units per presentation
In this presentation students of all ages will learn traditional Kiowa and Caddo stories and customs from a tribal member by joining her in 
the arts of storytelling and dancing. They will learn tribal and family history, sing songs, and use Plains Indian sign language. The student’s 
involvement will help promote cultural sensitivity and respect towards all nationalities.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes. Requires a chair, tape recorder, open space, a CD player, and a 
changing room (preferably not a bathroom).

Interactive Native American Storytelling
3 units per classroom presentation
or 10 units for large group presentations (multiple classes or grade levels)
In this presentation, students will join Kricket in her tribal dress and accessories in dances of the Kiowa, Caddo, and other tribes. 
Students will learn a song and how to count in both languages. This presentation is a great way to learn about cultural sensitivity 
while having fun!

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes. Requires a chair, tape recorder, open space, a CD player, and a 
changing room (preferably not a bathroom). Suitable for Special Education Students.

Native American Dance Workshop
Large group presentations only - 10 units (multiple classes or grade levels)
In this presentation students will learn and participate in either Traditional Kiowa or Contemporary Powwow style dancing. 
Students will learn the history and origin of each style of dance. Students will get to see the dance clothing up close and see 
the dances performed by a Powwow dancer. Students will also learn proper Powwow etiquette and the appropriate songs for 
each style of dance. By the end of the presentation students will have danced both styles of dance and gained an appreciation 
for the rhythm and music of various Native American tribes.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 60 minutes. Requires a large open area such as a gym, cafeteria, or large auditorium 
so students can move around, 2 chairs near an electrical outlet, a CD player, and a changing room (preferably not a 
bathroom). 
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Powwow Dance
Large group presentations only - 10 units (multiple classes or grade levels)
Students participating in this presentation will get to learn and share in the diversity of contemporary powwow dancing! The 
presentation will cover how Native American dance has evolved into what it is today. Students will learn the varying music 
of each style and the last part of the presentation will culminate with a mini powwow! John Kemble and Kevin Connery will 
accompany for vocals and drum.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs aprox. 60 minutes (may run longer depending on individual teacher or group needs - 
discuss with artist). Requires a large open area such as a gym, cafeteria, or large auditorium so students can move around, 2 
chairs near an electrical outlet, a CD player, and a changing room (preferably not a bathroom). 

Traditional Native American Games
This presentation combines traditional Native American Games with stories, language, and music. Students will get to 
participate in a Native American game after learning about the story and the language in which the game came from!

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs aprox. 60 minutes. Requires a large outdoor space so students can move around, a 
portable sound system, and a changing room (preferably not a bathroom). If the weather is bad a large open space 
indoors will do, but it is not preferable.

 Jessica Davenport
 Theatre, Visual Arts, Social Studies, Science

CHOICES: Using Theatre for Positive Change and Creative Problem Solving
Pictures speak thousands of words! This workshop(s) involves using creative and engaging drama activities and techniques 
from theatre activist Augusto Boal’s Image and Forum Theatre. Students use Image Theatre to represent issues that concern 
them (such as bullying, anxiety, conflict, school and peer pressure), and collectively construct positive solutions together. Image 
Theatre allows all students to freely and democratically represent their feelings and concerns, even those students who are not 
as verbally articulate. Together they discover meaningful common grounds and exercise creative problem-solving to discover 
positive ways to deal with perplexing problems.

This workshop can be expanded to a 4-12 week residency where students develop material for a final theatrical 
presentation related to issues explored in the workshops. See the back of the Directory for a complete list of Residencies.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 45 to 55 minutes. Requires an open space for movement. Presentation may require more 
than one session to complete.

Shadows, Light, and Story
Students are introduced to the evocative art of Shadow Puppetry through artist presentation and by creating their own shadow 
puppets. Students will examine the properties of light and shadow through experimentation with objects, light sources and 
the shadow screen, as well as the differences between opaque, transparent, and translucent matter. They will experience 
how shadows and puppets can create a story. If more than one session, Students will create their own literature-based or 
imaginative puppet characters out of paper, and practice techniques to bring their own puppet to life on the screen. 
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(This workshop can be expanded to a longer residency (6-8 sessions) where students create and perform a theatrical adaptation 
of a fairy tale or mythological story using shadow puppets.)

Suitable for grades PreK-12 and runs 45 to 50 minutes.(Artist will bring all materials for shadow puppet presentation). It is 
best for the artist to set up the shadow screen in one place, and the students come to that room for the one-day presentation 
(though it is possible to move fromroom to room if time allows). For 2 or more days, school will need to provide materials 
for shadow puppet making (cardboard box and fabric to make shadow screen, poster board or cardstock, scissors, tape, 
dowel rods or other sticks).

Slithy Toves and Mimsy Borogoves
Students use creative drama and movement to bring to life the wonderful nonsensical world of Lewis Carroll’s poem “The 
Jabberwocky.” Students use their voices, bodies, and imaginations to create the strange creatures of the “Tulgey Wood,” and 
tell the story of the young hero who sets out to face his formidable “manxome foe,” the Jabberwocky. This project emphasizes 
and reinforces language arts elements of storytelling, poetry, and figurative language.

This workshop can also be expanded to a longer residency of 6-10 sessions, where students create their own creature masks 
and/or rod puppets from paper, recyclable materials and found objects, and perform their original interpretation of the poem 
in a culminating presentation. See the back of the Directory for a complete list of residencies. 

Suitable for grades K-6 and runs 45 to 50 minutes. Presentation may be booked as one session or as multiple sessions. 
Requires a microphone, projector, paper, and an open space. If making masks in longer residency, paper, scissors and found 
objects will also be needed. For rod puppets, newspaper, fabric pieces, cardboard tubes, dowel rods/sticks, masking tape, 
and found objects will be needed.

Right-Brained Theatre! (Introduction to Object Theatre)
Our world needs more creative thinkers! This workshop combines practices of theatre, visual arts, and puppetry to engage 
students’ imaginations and stimulate creative thinking. Students are presented with the challenge of creating performance pieces 
using a variety of found objects. The instructor guides them through drama, improv and movement exercises to foster thinking 
“outside the box,” while introducing them to techniques that artists use in creating new performance work. This workshop helps 
students build confidence in making individual creative choices, and reinforces the value of their own curiosity and investigation.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 45 to 50 minutes. Presentation may be booked as one session or as multiple sessions. 
Requires a variety of found objects (some provided by artist), duct tape, and masking tape.

All presentations are suitable for Special Education Students. Artist is available Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm. 



  Shelby Eicher
  Music

2 units per classroom visit 
Assemblies are 10 units

Fiddlin’
This presentation of seven different fiddle styles spanning from the Old Timey (Civil War era) to the Gypsy Jazz style of the 
French fiddler, Stephanie Grappelli. Through this musical journey students will travel to Kentucky and explore the blues influence 
that Bill Monroe brought to Bluegrass, the fiddling contest of Texas, the Cajun style of Louisiana, Western Swing, the music that 
is a Tulsa original (the music that is a Tulsa original, given birth by Bob Wills) and the Celtic fiddling of Ireland. All students will 
enjoy this presentation. Students studying “Strings” will be taught a fiddle tune.

Suitable for grades 6-12 and runs 45 minutes.

Mandolin
This is a presentation on the mandolin family of instruments; the mandolin, the mandola, and the mandocello. The mandolin and 
the guitar descended from the lute that was popular to Europe during the Renaissance period. This presentation is filled with 
music and is appropriate for all ages. We will explore Classical, Bluegrass, Jazz, Gypsy, Latin, Pop and Folk music from around 
the world. Although the mandolin is at the height of its popularity, it often suffers mistaken identity. The presentation may include 
a question and answer period if requested. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 45 minutes. 

Artist is available during normal school hours on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

 Natasha Firth
 Dance

The Art & History of Positive Hip Hop
In this presentation, students of all ages will learn the history of hip hop: where it originated, the style, and the meaning of 
the movement. Students will learn the techniques of several hip hop styles such as pop-locking, grooving, tutting, ticking, 
street dance, krump, break dance, and more in a positive manner. Students will learn how to work together as a team 
by creating their own choreography, using counts, putting steps together, and identifying tempos. This will help teach 
students discipline and perseverance while building on self-esteem and confidence.
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Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes. Requires a music player with an auxiliary cord or computer 
speakers.

This presentation is suitable for special education students.

Choreography Consulting
Natasha is available for choreographing school plays, shows, special events, etc. Her award-winning dance teams are also 
available for performances. Contact artist for details.

 John Hope Franklin Center for Reconciliation
 History

1921 Tulsa Race Riot
This presentation provides historical context and information about the 1921 Tulsa Race Riot using artifacts, first-person 
accounts, and other materials curated and organized by the Tulsa City-County Library African American Resources 
Center. Each presentation will be tailored for the specific student population, grade level, and prior knowledge of the 
participating students. In addition to sharing the history of the Tulsa Race Riot, the interactive presentation will focus 
on the traits of empathy and resilience -- both of which are important for building cohesive, diverse communities. 
Instructional activities such as Think-Pair-Share, small group hands-on projects, and reflection will assure student 
involvement. 

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. May require more than one session to complete. May be booked 
as an assembly or for classroom presentations. Requires a computer and a projector. Access to a SmartBoard/
Promethian Board will guarantee optimum presentation quality.

Presentation may be tailored to special education students depending on individual student and teacher needs.

This presentation is available from 9 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday and by appointment with two weeks notice.

 Barbara Geary
 Music, Cultural Studies, Language Arts

American Music and History From the Time of President Lincoln and the Civil War
Students learn of the important role that music played in the lives of Americans in the time of President Abraham Lincoln and 
the Civil War. Students learn how much President Lincoln loved music and will sing folk and patriotic songs popular in his time. 
Students hear a performance of at least one concert piano piece composed by America’s first superstar. This presentation 
helps students with skills such as knowledge of styles, periods and cultures that represent this genre of music and proper concert 
behavior. 
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Suitable for grades 4-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires an acoustic piano and chalkboard. No combined classes 
please.

Russian Music: Pictures at an Exhibition
Students learn how Russian paintings inspired great Russian piano - stories about the imagination of composer Modest 
Mussorgsky and the drawings and paintings behind his many colorful pieces. A gnome, a popular Russian fairy tale; French 
children in a park; and dancing unhatched chickens make appearances. Students experience at least three musical sketches 
including a demonstration on how the music is put together. Students learn about the styles, periods and cultures of Russian 
music, elements of music such as dynamics and form and proper concert behavior. 

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires an acoustic piano and a chalkboard.

Piano Mini-Concert: Bach to Gershwin
This presentation brings a storytelling concert pianist to the classroom for a piano mini-concert to stimulate curiosity and 
imagination. Students learn about musical elements such as tempo, dynamics, pitch, texture, rhythm and form. Provides students  
with guidance for structured listening and performances of concert intensity. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes depending on grade level. Concerts for grades K-6 can be given as 
a mini-assembly lasting 40 to 45 minutes for up to 4 classes together. For grades 4-12, one-composer programs may be 
available. Requires an acoustic piano. Chalkboard not required but helpful for classroom presentation.

Ragtime Piano Music
This presentation spans the time period from Abraham Lincoln up to the Jazz Age. Composers represented include: Scott Joplin, 
George Gershwin, Louis Moreau Gottschalk and Blind Boone. Students learn about the lives of these musicians and their 
backgrounds. Students learn about the styles, periods and cultures the music represents as well as proper concert behavior. 

Suitable for grades 6-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires an acoustic piano and a chalkboard.

Sing French Songs! Speak French!
Learn French children’s folk songs and simple French expressions. Students sing songs accompanied by games or simple 
dances. Props, role-playing and chalkboards are used as children learn polite expressions, telling their name, numbers and 
colors. This presentation is great for cultural studies too!

Suitable for grades K-6 and runs 30 to 45 minutes. Requires a chalkboard - tape recorder and blank tape are optional.

Sing German Songs! Speak German!
Learn German children’s folk songs and simple German expressions. Games and simple dances accompany some songs. 
Props, role-playing and chalkboards are used as children learn polite expressions, telling their name, numbers and colors. This 
presentation is great for cultural studies too!

Suitable for grades K-6 and runs 30 to 45 minutes. Requires a chalkboard - tape recorder and blank tape are optional.
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 Virginia Harrison
 Visual Arts: Ceramics, Masks, Paper Masks

2 units per classroom visit for each presentation

Traditional Native American Ceramic Techniques
This presentation discusses the art of ancient as well as contemporary Native American Ceramics. Students will learn where 
clay comes from and how most civilizations use it. Students will make traditional pinch pots, add slip, and carve images into 
the surfaces. The teacher is responsible for firing the pots. Virginia is available for a return session to help with painting and 
decorating the pots.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes. Requires clay and underglaze - School is responsible for providing. 

Clay as a Cultural Medium
This presentation is about clay: how it works and the art of clay from diverse cultures. Students will make ceramic pieces and 
learn how clay pieces are dried and fired. For schools that do not have a kiln, a primitive outdoor firing can be set up with an 
extra session. 

Suitable for grades 4-12 and runs 50 minutes. Requires Clay - School is responsible for providing.

Clay Environments
This workshop will allow students to explore and experience clay, how it feels and how it works. Students will work together as 
a group to create a large environmental project. This could be a certain scene, idea, or place. This group clay environment can 
be saved and added to by the students at a later time. In good weather this project could be done outdoors. No Kiln is needed 
for this project and the clay can be reused. 

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires clay - School is responsible for providing.

Clay Trade Beads
Virginia will discuss how cultures traditionally used beads of clay and other materials for trading as well as wearing to show status, 
wealth, and individuality. Beads will be made in different sizes, shapes, and textures. After being fired they will be painted and 
decorated. Then they will be handed out to be traded among the students and strung for display and wearing. 

Suitable for grades 1-6 and runs 40 to 60 minutes. Requires clay - School is responsible for providing. Sculpy oven bake 
clay may be substituted for regular clay. 

Textured Clay
Students will experience the properties of clay. They will experiment with items from Virginia’s magic texture box on flat slabs of 
clay. Then the clay slabs can be made into standing vessels or wall hangings. The teacher will be responsible for firing the clay 
pieces. Virginia can come back for another session to help with the glazing or painting.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 40 to 60 minutes. Requires Clay - School is responsible for providing.
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Exploring Art Through Paper Masks
Using materials readily available in the classroom, students will create and embellish paper masks. Virginia will guide students, 
demonstrating how to make a two-dimensional piece of paper into a three-dimensional mask. The use of masks in various 
cultures will be discussed as students learn about embellishments and the use of color in their work. Students will be encouraged 
to push the limits of their creativity to make fun and outrageous masks. This class is excellent preparation for “Masks With A 
Cultural Flair.”

Adaptable to all grade levels and runs 40 to 60 minutes. Requires basic classroom art supplies: pens, pencils, paper, scissors, 
etc. 

Masks With A Cultural Flair
Students will create a life-sized wild and sculptural mask using clay with crumpled newspaper as their face form. Holes will be 
pushed in the edges for adding raffia, leaves, or yarn. Virginia will discuss the use of masks in various cultures from African 
ceremonies to Mardi Gras. The teacher will be responsible for firing the masks. Virginia is available for return after the masks 
have been fired to help with painting and decorating.

Adaptable to all grade levels and runs 40 to 60 minutes. Requires Clay - School is responsible for providing.

All presentations may be suitable for special education students with extra help from teachers/teaching assistants.

 Will Hill Mahenwahdose
 Cultural Studies, Storytelling

2 Units per classroom presentation (combined classes only)
10 units per assembly program

“Tuh Chahko Thlocko Netta!” (Native American Stories About The Winter Season)
Listen to stories and songs involving the most joyous times of the year…stories of Tuh-Chako-Thlocko-Netta (Big Winter) that 
are funny and exciting. MAHENWAHDOSE, an Istejahdee Muscogulgee word meaning “It is True!” presents stories about the 
animals that stay awake during the winter months told to Will Hill by his Elders when he was a child. This program will bring an 
educational and fun experience to you and your students the month of December and all winter long. 

Suitable for grades K–12, presentations for grades K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes. 

Suitable for Special Education Students.

“Hum Mah! Hon Kah!” (Tales For The Halloween Season) 
Mahenwahdose will share tales about the Otto Wusko Thlocko (Season of the Big Chestnut…October) that have been handed 
down through the centuries. Hear entertaining and fun stories about lighthorsemen, phantoms and haunted areas of Oklahoma 
when it was old Indian Territory. Stories are adapted to age level and to be historical or scary, upon request. This program is a 
fun and educational program for the Halloween season with student participation. 

Suitable for grades K-12, presentations for grades K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes.
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Legends: Nagonagogee
Mahenwahdose shares the stories of Rabbit, Cricket Woman, Istebabah (Mountain Lion Cub) and many more in this fun-
filled, high-performance slapstick comedy presentation. A barrel of fun for kids of all ages and educational too! 

Suitable for grades K-12, presentations for grades K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes.

“Indians In Space: Coyote, The Stars And The Final Frontier”
A high-performance, comedic presentation of Native people’s stories to explain the creation of the universe, during a time when  
the modern science of astronomy was not known. A fun way of learning about Native America, using the mediums of music, 
song, storytelling and comedy. There is lots of student participation involved!

Suitable for grades K-12, presentations for grades K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes. 

Suitable for Special Education students.

“Halbuttay-Chobee (Big Alligator): Tales From The Seminole”
Experience tales from the Seminole about “Big Alligator” and other mystical animals of the Florida swamplands as 
Mahenwahdose shares the stories taught Seminole children long ago. This is a fun-filled comedy presentation with lots of 
student participation. 

Grades Pre K-12 (Combined classes only). Grades Pre K–2 are 30 minute presentations. Grades 3–12 are 40 minute 
presentations.

Suitable for Special Education students.

“Eug-Nuh”: Tales Of The Earth
(Performed at NMAI, Smithsonian, Washington D.C. in December 2005) 
“Hear of Creepy Crawlers, Ancient Times and fun-filled tales” as Mahenwahdose shares lessons learned long ago….a program 
you will really dig! Come gather around the fire and experience comedy at its finest through the American Indian mediums of 
language, song, dance and storytelling with lots of student participation! 

Suitable for grades PK-5, presentations for grades PK-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-5 run 45 minutes.

De-Gun-Hee!: Stickball Game
Titled after a story about the “toughest game ever played,” this presentation includes American Indian stories about heroes 
and champions and ancient tales of games played by the Animals and Indian children of longago…a real winner! You and 
your students will have an educational experience with comedy at its best, as you participate in American Indian storytelling, 
language, song and dance. 

Suitable for grades K-12, presentation for K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes.

Suitable for Special Education Students.
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Juhfeegneeh Yuhhaygeehdah – To Be Healthy 
This program presents an original story and song featuring the exceptional storytelling talents of Mahenwahdose’s Nagonagogee 
Oniyah (The Storyteller), Will Hill. It features the story “The Sugared Bear,” written by Hill and the song “To Be Healthy” written 
by Winona Henderson and musical interpretation by Jehnean Washington. It is an interactive story and song commissioned at 
the request of the Muscogee-Creek Nation Health Care and Creek Council House Museum in conjunction with the National 
Center for Disease Control to educate Tribal Members, specifically children, of preventive methods to combat the deadly killer, 
diabetes, now and in future generations. Included in the program are other stories to encourage students to develop healthy 
eating habits and activities. 

Suitable for grades K-12, presentations for grades K-2 run 30 minutes and presentations for grades 3-12 run 45 minutes.

Suitable for Special Education Students.

All classroom presentations require an open area to allow for student participation. All assemblies require an auditorium 
style area and microphones, if available.

 
 Abbie Kern, Mary Paulding, or Sheri Sprague
 Dance, History, Math

Dances of the Decades
Choose one or choose all! This is an exciting dance class that introduces students to the clever and cool dance styles of the 
decades. You can decide to dive deep into one or two decades or get a splash of every decade listed below in a fun mix. The 
class will revolve around group participation, so bring your dancing shoes and get ready to go back in time!

You can choose from the following:
• Let’s Charleston into the 20’s & 30’s
• Let’s Swing into the 40’s
• Let’s Hand Jive into the 50’s
• Let’s Disco into the 60’s & 70’s
• Let’s Pop Jazz into the 80’s
• Let’s Line Dance into the 90’s

Suitable for grades K-12 and requires an open space for movement.

May need up to two sessions for this presentation. 

Creative Movement Through Dance
This presentation is about having fun, learning the importance of being physically fit, building character, and boosting self-
confidence. Students will learn how to form their own creative thoughts and how to communicate those thoughts through 
movement. Students have the opportunity to watch their ideas and movements come to life through the sharing of individual 
ideas in a group setting. The main goal is to show students there is no wrong answer in the creative world of dance! 

Suitable for grades K-5 and requires an open space for movement. 



Beginning Ballet
Students will be introduced to the world of ballet by learning basic techniques for barre and center floor as well as developing 
discipline, respect, and poise. The students will learn new vocabulary, ballet etiquette, coordinated movement, and musicality. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and requires an open space for movement.

Step in Time with Tap
This is an exciting tap class that will involve counting music (math), identifying patterns and different tempos, creating 
different rhythms, and learning general tap steps. The students will learn tap steps at the beginning of class and then put the steps 
together to create their own dancing work of art. The highlight of the class will be when the students make their own tap shoes and 
use this as part of their performance! The students will also learn the history of tap dancing and how it has evolved up to today. This 
is a very fun and educational experience!

Suitable for grades K-12 and requires an open space for movement, duct tape, and quarters (coins). 

All presentations run 30 to 45 minutes and are suitable for Special Education Students.

Artist is available during normal school hours Monday through Friday - times are flexible.

  JP Morrison Lans
  Visual Arts: Drawing

Life as a House
In this presentation students will explore how they are a part of their environment and how their environment is a part of them 
by creating self-portraits that relate to architecture. The lessons will provide instruction in origami, drawing in perspective, and self 
portraiture from observation. They will also cover ideas of symbolism; how objects and places represent ideas and feelings.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 50 minutes. May be booked as a single session or as multiple sessions. Requires a 
whiteboard for demonstrations, three sheets of heavy drawing or watercolor paper, and a variety of drawing and/or 
painting supplies. 

Artist is generally available Monday through Friday but time of day may vary - artist is flexible.
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 Living Arts  of tulsa - Mery McNett
 Visual Arts: Non Traditional Materials

3 Day Residency Only! Total of 9 units per class for all 3 days.

ArtCore 3 Day Residency
The Living Arts’ ArtCore Residency program has been a part of Tulsa for over thirty-five (35) years. This residency encourages 
students to work collaboratively and to find inspiration from each other’s ideas by teaching them about interdisciplinary art, 
contemporary art, and varying art making methods associated with creative thought and practice. ArtCore Residency teams 
are made up of three diverse facilitators, each specializing in a different discipline with interdisciplinary experience in painting, 
performance, music, storytelling, photography, dance, video production, and sculpture. The instructors bring materials which 
are unfamiliar to the students as art supplies such as pieces of pvc pipe, holiday lights, plastic cups, etc. The purpose of the 
non-traditional supplies is to inspire new ideas, stimulate analytic thought, and encourage creative expression. Students are 
encouraged to research and explore the materials in the beginning. Then they move on to presenting their research to the entire 
group. Presentations are recorded so that afterwards they can be discussed and reflected on. 

Suitable for grades 5-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires three sessions per class to complete - please keep in mind the 
two unit per visit minimum. Requires a planning session between Living Arts and the requesting teacher through phone, 
email, or in person.

Artist availability varies but is flexible.

 Lauren “Rainbow” Lunsford
 Visual Arts

Fluorescent Forest Friends
In this presentation students will use nature as the subject matter for a fluorescent forest scene complete with animal friends! 
The first part of the session students will paint their woodland scene under normal classroom lighting with glow in the dark 
paints. Afterwards, the classroom lights will go off and the black lights will come on so that students can see what they have 
created. Students will have a finished image that can operate both as a daytime and a nighttime scene, depending on lighting 
conditions. 

Suitable for grades 1-12 and runs 50 minutes. May be booked as a single session or as multiple sessions up to a 6 week 
project. Requires a room with little to no light when the lights are turned out, glow in the dark paint, brushes, and painting 
substrate (canvas, canvas paper, watercolor paper, etc.). 
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Sun Catcher Window Art
In this presentation students use sharpies, highlighters, and crayons to create a stained glass image on translucent paper. One side 
is used to create the outline of the image and the other side is used to color it in. Once finished, a colored border is cut out and 
placed around the image so that is ready to hang in a window!

Suitable for grades PK-6 and runs 50 minutes. May be booked as a single session or as multiple sessions up to 3 for a more 
defined finished product. Requires black Sharpies, highlighters of all colors, crayons, scissors, colored construction paper, 
and double sided tape or liquid glue.

Art of the Monarch
In this presentation students will learn about the life cycle of the Monarch Butterfly, how it travels from Mexico to Canada 
and back, along with the challenges it faces on the way. Their pieces will reflect “Artivism,” a cross between art and 
activism. They will educate the viewer in some capacity from how the Monarchs are losing their natural habitats, to how 
weather and climate changes are affecting their journey. Students will learn about their habitats and growth cycles and 
use this information to write, create art or use installation art to create a message.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 3 to 6 sessions per class to complete. Requires heavy duty 
paper, canvas paper, or canvases and a variety of colors of acrylic paint.

Pop Art Music
Students will study the art of Andy Warhol, Peter Max and Roy Lichtenstein in this presentation to create a subject based on 
music…. which could include dancing, musical notes, instruments, etc. We will listen to the music of the sixties pop culture and 
get inspired by the times. Bright colors and groovy sounds create pop art music on works of canvas!

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 3 to 6 sessions per class to complete. Requires heavy 
duty paper, canvas paper, or canvases and a variety of bright colors of acrylic paint.

Artist availability varies but is flexible.

FridaBow and Self Portraits
Ms. Rainbow dresses up as her inspiration, artist Frida Kahlo, to create “FridaBow.” The first class
session will explore the Self Portraits of Frida and Rainbow. Students will then start creating their Self
Portraits in the remaining sessions.

Suitable for grades 5-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 3 to 6 sessions per class to
complete. Requires watercolor paper or canvas, regular paper, pencils, colored pencils,
markers, watercolors and/or paint.

Creating the Milky Way
During this presentation, students will t ake a galactic journey into our solar system and learn about the
planets and the sun and then create their own Milky Way!

Suitable for grades K-5 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 1 to 2 sessions per class to
complete. Requires access to Smart Board YouTube to watch 10 minute video, black
construction paper, crayons and foam space stickers from Michael’s or Dick Blick.
Artist availability varies but is flexible.



 Josh Massad
 Cultural Studies, Geography, History, Music, Storytelling

Presentations are 3 units. Assemblies are 12 units.

Sounds of Nature
Traveling the world during this interactive musical presentation, students will explore and discover the creation of instruments 
from various world cultures. Connections will be made between the materials used as instruments, (i.e. wood, shells, sand, 
membranaphones, bronze, bamboo, etc.) and their origins. A captivated audience is guaranteed as students learn about these 
exotic instruments and hear them played for the first time.

Celebrating Africa
Welcome to African culture and lifestyle through the traditional music of this great continent. Using instruments from Africa such 
as the djembe, bass drums, thumb pianos, gourd shakers and bells, Josh will teach music the same way he learned and has 
been taught for centuries: by call and response. New forms of communication will be expressed in a peaceful and creative 
environment. Please be ready to participate and make music together.

The Birthplace of Civilization

In the heart of India lies one of the oldest civilizations in the world. Still thriving today, much like it did 5,000 years 
ago, Varanasi has a rich heritage that we can all observe. Massad will transport students back in time and space to 
this ancient city to recognize languages, music and other forms of communication. Students will notice the importance 
and function of the great rivers and mountains; evolution of communities; and will listen to music, some that had been 
composed many generations ago. Special string and skin instruments from India will be presented while exploring the 
intention of melody, rhythm and emotion in music.

All presentations are suitable for K-12 and run 30 to 45 minutes.

All presentations are suitable for special education students.  

27



28

 Vance Morrow
 Music, History, Storytelling

Oklahoma Cowboys and Outlaws
In the late 1800’s, cowboys drove great longhorn herds across Indian Territory. Land Run settlers then stretched thousands of 
miles of barbed wire across those trails, ending the “cowboy way.” What happened to men who knew cattle, could ride, shoot, 
and loved the free life? Some became farmers, some law officers, and others -- outlaws! Listen to stories of these real people 
and their times - the Daltons, Belle Starr, Cattle Annie, Little Britches, and more! Along with these stories students will also get to 
hear the songs of their time.

Suitable for grades 3-5 and runs 50 minutes.

The Cherokee Land Strip Run
It was High Noon, September 16th, 1893, when a shot rang out over 100,000 people on horses, wagons, bicycles, and on foot all 
lined up across a 4,000 mile starting line. They were racing for land! Students will learn about the six million acres that were 
claimed in just hours as part of the greatest land rush of all time! They will learn about the people who made that run, their lives, 
settlements, homes, and schools. They will also learn about who gave up that land and get to hear the music and songs of the 
time. 

Suitable for grades 3-5 and runs 50 minutes.

Woody Guthrie, Okies, and Dust Bowls
Woody Guthrie is an Oklahoma riddle: Okie, hero, bum, drifter, folksinger, songwriter, author, cartoonist, and patriot. Ask any 
typical Oklahoman about Woody Guthrie to discover how little is known about the important native son. He was blown out of 
the 1930’s Oklahoma Dust Bowl into the California Peach Bowl and like many other Okies, he learned that it was far from a land 
of milk and honey. Hear about Okies and the Great Depression while listening to Woody Guthrie’s story and songs.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 50 minutes.

American Folk Songs and Tall Tales
The songs and stories brought over by our ancestors make up a significant part of our American culture. These stories tell about 
those who came before us and speak to their character, values, patriotism, and dreams. In this presentation, students will hear 
tales about colonial patriots, explorers of the west such as George Washington, Daniel Boone, Sacagawea, Johnny Appleseed, 
Davy Crockett, Paul Bunyan, Slew-Foot Sue, and others. These songs are fun, simple, catchy, and loved by children of the past 
and today.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 50 minutes.

The Wild Wild West
Millions of people around the world fell in love with the cowboy way of life after they saw the exciting Wild Wild West shows! Two 
of the biggest ever were from Oklahoma -101 Ranch and Pawnee Bill. Audiences were thrilled with the cowboys, cowgirls, riding, 
roping, shooting, Indian attacks, and chuck-wagon races. Hear the stories and songs of Wild Wild West Show stars such as Pawnee 
Bill, Bill Pickett, Tom Mix, Lucile Mulhall, Will Rogers and more.

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 50 minutes.
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Will Rogers Growing Up
The best known Oklahoman by far is Will Rogers - cowboy, journalist, author, movie star, pilot, and world humanitarian. 
How did a boy born and raised in Indian Territory around Claremore, Oklahoma, who only wanted to be a cowboy, find 
himself on the World Stage and one of the most beloved men of his time? This presentation will focus on his growing years, 
his friendliness, generosity, honesty, humor, and love for all things cowboy that shaped him into the man that is still so well 
remembered today.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 50 minutes.

 Mary Perisho
 Visual Arts: Sewing

Intro to the Sewing Machine
Learn how to use a sewing machine! Mary Perisho will introduce your students to the sewing machine and demonstrate how 
it works, including how to thread it, how to handle common problems, and perform general maintenance. If time and supplies 
allow, more presentations can be added, and Mary will return to guide your class through sewing a beginner project. Mary is 
also available to assist with planning costumes for drama classes, or to visit art classes to help to set up your school with the tools 
you need to add sewing to your Art curriculum.

Suitable for grades 4-12 and may be booked as one session or as multiple sessions. Requires fabric and thread. 

Needle and Thread
Students will learn how to sew a button and use basic stitches to construct a simple wallet, or another fun item! This project 
teaches the useful skill of hand sewing, while having fun creating something that students can keep, trade, or give as a gift. This 
sewing project can be tailored to age, season, etc. Teachers can contact Mary to discuss designing something to accompany 
specific subjects or lesson plans.

Suitable for grades K-12 and may be booked as one session or as multiple sessions. Requires needles, thread, felt, and 
buttons. 

Embroidery
Students will learn how to draw pictures with stitches! Embroidery is the art of stitching ornamental designs with thread on fabric, 
paper, etc. This age old tradition is a wonderful medium for students to explore their creativity.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and may be booked as one session or as multiple sessions. Requires fabric, embroidery hoops, 
embroidery floss, needles, and scissors.

All presentations can be tailored for special education students - please contact artist for details.

Artist is available most weekdays - availability sometimes varies but is flexible. 



 

 Jeff Porter & The Claptet
 Music

The Claptet
12 units per performance/assembly

The Claptet is a percussion ensemble with four members that abides by one simple rule: to spread the joy of rhythm to as many 
people as possible.  Their performances engage students through a variety of sounds including but not limited to hand-clapping, 
stomping, and drum beats. Jeff Porter, a Tulsa native and lead percussionist of the group, has been studying African based 
music for the past 18 years. The goal of his performances is to bring the spirit and history of the music to as many students as 
he can because on top of being educational, the Claptet’s performance “is really fun!”

The Claptet is suitable for grades K-12 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires an open space. Available for multiple class 
groups or full school assemblies.

The Claptet is based in Denver, CO and is available in OK on a traveling bases. Space and times are limited, please contact 
for availability. 

 David Rickel
 Dance, History

Choreography
This presentation is intended to help with your school’s musical, play, choir production, or show. David will assist students 
in staging, movement, or dance as well as developing and teaching choreography to student performers. Plan to provide a 
recording of the music and the score so that David can prepare the material in advance.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 45 to 50 minutes. May require multiple sessions to complete.

Creative Movement & Body Awareness
This presentation is an exploration of the body’s ability to move through space in different ways using energy, level, time and 
intent. Students will explore all the amazing things the body can do through various types of movement. They will focus on how 
to shape their movements through gross and fine motor skills. Music can be selected and used to enhance the experience. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 60 minutes. Movements selected will be tailored to specific age group.
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Folk Dance
Folk dances are passed down from generation to generation and are an integral part of a culture’s heritage. Studying dances 
from different areas and communities can help illustrate those communities’ cultures, customs, and lifestyles. This presentation 
can be used to enhance classroom history or geography discussions and can be done as a lecture/demonstration or with 
student participation and the learning of an actual dance. Please specify if you have a specific country or region in mind for your 
studies. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs up to 60 minutes. All presentations require a CD player and an open area for movement.

 Katie Sawicki
 Visual Art: Drawing

Multi Media Drawing
In this presentation, students will create a still life drawing using a variety of drawing techniques such as pattern, color, line, and 
value. Each technique learned will result in a new drawing. The end result will be all images placed side by side of the same still 
life, created through different techniques. Students will spend four classes on this project starting first with line, then pattern, then 
value, then color. 

Suitable for grades 4-8 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires 4 visits per class to complete and may be scheduled all 
in one week or spread out over 4 weeks. Requires computer paper (4 sheets per student), thin tipped black sharpie 
markers, pencils, colored pencils, and one large black piece of paper to display all of the images together on.

This presentation is suitable for special education students.

 Fran Stallings
 Storytelling, Music, Science

Mini and Full Assemblies Only
7 units for full assembly
4 units for mini assembly (up to 4 classes)

Stories for a Green Earth
This assembly introduces science lessons through multicultural stories and songs conveying gentle messages about natural 
balance. Ph.D. Biologist Fran Stallings celebrates the uniqueness and diversity of animal and plant life with lively audience 
participation and connecting fanciful folktales to new science discoveries. Not “gloom and soon”-- this program shows students 
the things they can really DO to make a difference. 
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Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 40 to 55 minutes. Requires a microphone and sound system.

Science: Tell It Like a Story
Our ancestors often made up memorable tales to “explain” nature. Today, even the fanciful stories are valuable for helping 
students notice natural phenomena and wonder. How does the moon change phases? How did the turtle get a cracked shell 
- really? What makes the wind blow? In this assembly students will hear a variety of these multicultural stories along with age 
appropriate songs and audience participation. An episode of real science discovery will balance each folktale! Science can 
tell stories too!

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 40 to 55 minutes. Requires a microphone and sound system.

Honesty, Respect, Compassion
Our ancestors didn’t want dishonest, disrespectful, hard-hearted children, so they told them entertaining tales that showed the 
consequences of bad behavior and the rewards of good behavior. Why did Rhino and Hippo have a tug of war? How did 
Spider lose his hair? Why do some dogs chase cats? Today’s students respond eagerly to fables, legends, and folktales from 
cultures all around the world! In this assembly, Fran Stallings helps students analyze the patterns of behavior in these stories 
along with their consequences and rewards to give students a better understanding of their meanings and life lessons. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 40 to 55 minutes. Requires a microphone and a sound system.

Dinosaurs Among Us!
Ph.D. biologist Fran Stallings brings fact and fiction about the dinosaurs that fly among us today: BIRDS! Silly songs, engaging 
tales, and lots of information with action and audience participation for young listeners.

Suitable for grades K-5 and runs 40 to 55 minutes. Requires a microphone and sound system.

All presentations are suitable for special education students.

Full Assemblies are 7 points each and Mini Assemblies are 4 points each. Must book a minimum of 1 Full Assembly or 2 
Mini Assemblies. A Mini Assembly has a maximum of 4 classes, a Full Assembly can accommodate your entire school.

 tulsa glassblowing school-susan teeters
 Visual Arts, Science

Tulsa Glassblowing School offers a selection of curriculum based upon the physical properties of glass,
color and light. The curriculum for light and color are geared towards elementary students and let us
explore how we perceive light and color as well as explore how we use color to express moods and
gain a basic knowledge of how colors blend to fill the color wheel.
The curriculum for upper elementary and higher explores the physical properties of glass and
glassblowing. As an example, we explore properties such as viscosity, melting and softening point and
relate these properties back to the glassblowing process.

Suitable for grades K-12. Available on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
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 TULSA SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA - DAVID CARTER
 Music

Tulsa Symphony Education Ensembles - 10 units per presentation
TSO’s Education Ensembles (including String, Brass and Wind Quintet) present engaging programs that connect learning 
about music with other school lessons. Our pre-packaged programs easily integrate with classroom learning and provide 
a fun way to enhance school curriculum. Students learn about how sound is produced through Sound of Science; about music 
and imagination through Brushstrokes; about storytelling through Music and Drama; about the various components of musical 
sounds through “What is Music?”; and about how music appears in everyday life through “Where is Music?” Teachers can also 
contact TSO to request specific content tailored to fit individual curriculum needs.

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 to 45 minutes. Must be booked for two presentations within a two and a half hour 
time frame. Requires five armless chairs and a microphone. 

Tulsa Symphony Artist-in-Residence Program
TSO’s Artist-in-Residence program pairs members of the Tulsa Symphony Orchestra with High School Music Programs to 
provide specialized instrumental instruction for students studying an orchestral and/or band instrument. Students will work with a 
professional musician to develop fundamental performance skills on their instrument and the band/orch will learn to accompany 
a soloist while accompanying the musician for a culminating concert.

Artist’s availability varies but is flexible.

 Julie Tattershall
 Theatre
 

Requires 2-4 weeks advance notice of booking requests.

Fairytale MASH-UP
Students will learn techniques of performance improvisation. Improvisation is a great way to introduce students to acting and 
performing in front of each other. Students will learn basic improvisational games to act out, using an outline format for structure. 
Acting without a script will help students learn confidence to speak in front of others. They will also learn basic scene work, story 
outline and beginning character development.

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 40 to 45 minutes. Must be booked for a minimum of 4 visits per class. Requires an open 
space, pencils and paper. One month’s advance notice is required.
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Fairytale MASH-UP
In this presentation students will create short skits using characters from fairytales. Teachers and students choose the fairytales. 
Students will draw fairy tales out of a hat to pair the characters up to create a new story then divide up into small groups of 
four or five and work together to create an outline of a short scene. Students will rehearse scenes using improvisation and follow 
a plot outline. The final class visit will be the culmination of the project with their performance. This is a good project to video for 
back to school nights.

Suitable for grades 2-6 and runs 40 to 45 minutes. Must be booked for a minimum of 4 visits per class. Requires an open 
space, pencils and paper. One month’s advance notice is required.

Suitable for special education students.

Act Now!
Students will learn techniques of performance improvisation in this presentation - similar to the famous TV show “Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?” Improvisation is a great way to introduce students to acting and performing in front of each other. Students will learn 
basic improv games to act out, using an outline format for structure. Acting without a script will help students learn confidence to 
speak in front of others. Students will also learn scene work, scene outline and beginning character development. 

Suitable for grades 2-12 and runs 40 to 45 minutes. Requires open space, pencils and paper.

Suitable for special education students. 

Prom Night??!! No Problem!
Learn the easy art of social dance. East coast swing is a great step towards learning a partner dance. We would rotate often, 
so everyone has a chance to dance with many partners. Take the worry out of social dancing and learn to play on the dance 
floor!

Suitable for grades 3-12 and runs 40 to 45 minutes. Requires open space without carpet. 

 

 Arthur Thompson
 Music: Drumming

Assembly Only

African Drumming - 10 units per assembly
The focus of this assembly is to expose children to their gifts and the benefits of music and sound education. Students will learn 
about the types of drums used in African Music and associated types of dance from different African communities. 

Suitable for grades K-12 and runs 30 minutes. 

The Artist’s availability is limited. One month’s advance notice is recommended. 



  
 

  Billie Sue Thompson
  Theatre

Story Theatre
In this presentation, students will learn basic techniques of turning a story into a play. Using fables, fairytales, or original stories, 
students will create a dramatic improvisation. Instruction will include breaking the story into episodes, character motivations, 
staging techniques, voice, and movement. This activity allows students to expand upon their skills in creative thinking, 
concentration, communication, teamwork, and collaboration. Plan for more than one session if a play is to be written. 

Suitable for grades K-6 (adaptable) and runs 45 minutes. Requires a large open space.

Suitable for special education students.
 
Improving Your Acting with Improv
This presentation is designed to help students of different age groups and levels of experience learn to “think on their 
feet,” create new characters, and play comedy games for performance. Students will focus on creating crazy new 
characters using props, costumes, and music. Improv games will be geared towards making students/actors more 
comfortable on stage as they let their imaginations run wild through this hands-on participatory experience.

Suitable for grades 4-12 and runs 45 to 55 minutes. May be booked as one session or as multiple sessions depending on 
class size and performance goals. Requires a tape player. 

Masks and Commedia
This presentation will focus on fun in the Commedia Dell’ Arte acting style using masks in the style of the period - 
Billie Sue will bring a number of masks to class to illustrate. Students will learn about the exaggeration along with the mime and 
movement characteristics of the style through stock characters such as the Harlequin, Colombine, Dottore, Scapino, Tristano, 
Isabella, and Ruffina. In the first session, students will design and make their own masks using construction paper, fabric, and 
an assortment of other materials. In the second session, students will perform with their masks adding sound and props. The 
performance may be scripted or improvised. Performances will explore theatrical presence, audience inclusion, and a saucy, sassy 
fashion. 

Suitable for grades 6-12 and runs 55 to 60 minutes. Requires assorted materials for mask-making and a large open space for 
performances. Must be booked for a minimum of two sessions!

Creative Dramatics
A fun exploration of “Make Believe”  involving theatre games, physical and vocal warm-up, vocal expression, pantomime, and 
creative movement. The presentations emphasis is on encouraging self-confidence and imagination. Each student will have an 
opportunity to express himself in a creative group exercise. 

Suitable for grades K-5 and runs 45 to 60 minutes. Requires a large open space. 

Suitable for special education students.
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“Play Doctor” Play Consulting
Need help with the last few rehearsals of your school play? Billie Sue is available to help your students with fine-tuning the work 
through coaching in acting and staging to help your production look as polished as possible.

Suitable for grades 4-12 and runs 60 minutes. The number of sessions is dependent upon teacher needs. 

 Danielle Wyman
 Visual Arts

Creative Design and Textiles
Over the course of 2-3 class sessions, students will learn about creative clothing and basic textile design process. This presentation 
can be adaptable to individual students making their own fashion creation or a group textile creation. With the individual creative 
clothing activity, students would build their own fashion piece with unordinary objects that would push their creative boundaries, 
such as using newspaper to create a small garment. With the group textile activity, students would create a textile design or 
fashion piece on muslin fabric using paper, fabric pieces, tape, paint, wire, staples, markers, crayons, rubber bands, thread and 
fabric glue. The goal is get students to collaborate and think outside of the box to create a work of art and not just a basic piece of 
clothing or a tapestry.
 
Suitable for grades 5-12 and runs 60 minutes. The number of sessions is dependent upon teacher needs. School must provide 
muslin fabric, newspaper, markers, crayons, duck tape, masking tape, fabric glue, fabric pieces (scraps), thread, paint, scissors, 
wire and rubber bands.

 Carlyn Flint
 Theatre

Make a Play!
Take any story-related academic objective, and your students can learn it by creating their own play. Maybe they’re studying 
character traits, the main idea, problem vs. solution, or plot structure--whatever it is, they can learn it quickly by creating and 
performing their own tale. We’ll brainstorm our characters, decide what it is that these beings want, and use this information to 
follow them through to the end of our plot. Once we have our story, groups of students will take on each character using their 
faces, voices, and bodies, enacting their own creation from beginning to end.

Suitable for Pre-K-6 grade and for special education students. This activity can be tailored to different time frames, from 1 class 
presentation to a full production. Requires open space, a board, and marker to write.
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